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The Stoﬁé“b_n t.héi;\f_ell — Boulder or Pebble?’

o by 1 Teading this sidra we are puzzled by some extraordinary inci-
dents there recorded. Jacob, we read, had chanced upon a group of
shepherds waiting to water their sheep from a nearby well. Andonit
there rested a stone — an even gedola, a stone big enough to cover the
mouth or opening of the well {Genesis 29:2). When Jacob notices the
shepherds lingering, he tells them, Why don’t you go ahead, remove the
stone from the mouth of the well and water your sheep? It all seemed so
terribly simple to the naive Jacob. But they answered: “Lo nukhal we
cannot, it is impossible, antil all the herds gather and the other shep-
herds help us. Jacob was puzzled by their attitude, and he thought he
be able to remove the stone — and, in the Bible’s eloquent sim-
ayagel et ha'even meal pi habe'er” — he went
over and rolled the stone off the mouth of the well...just like that!
We can well imagine the attitude of the shepherds when Jacob
the well. “Look,” they probably sneered, “look who's

walked over to
¢ big hero - Jacob, the batlan, the luftmentsch!” And we

l (P going to play th
can also imagine their amazement — and their embarrassment — when
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